tockForm - ] Paso County Sheriff’s Office Bill Elder, Sheriff

“Serving the community for over 150 years.”

El Paso County Sheriff’s Office

27 East Vermijo Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80903-2280
Jacqueline Reed, Media Relations Manager

Office: (719) 520-7183, Email: jacquelinereed2@elpasoco.com

MEDIA RELEASE

DATE: April 22,2021[5:30 PM]

Sheriff'sOffice InvestigatingOfficer Involved Shootingon Gardenof the GodsRoad

OnThursdayApril 22,2021,atapproximatelys:30AM, officerswith the ColoradoSpringsPoliceDepartment
wereworking a stolencardetailin the 500 block of Gardenof the GodsRoad.

Theylocateda vehiclein the parkinglot of the Quality Inn with no licenseplateandattemptedo makecontact
with the suspectvho exitedthe vehiclewith whatappearedo bean AR-15 pointedat his chin. Thesuspecbegan
walking towardsthe Phillips 66 gasstationandwasgivenverbalcommandgo puttheweapondown. Thesuspect
did notcomply.

Thesuspecbegarto approacta citizenwho waspumpinggas,moreverbalcommandsveregivenandthe suspec
still refusedto comply. Oneofficer deployedis Tasemwhich wasineffective. Anotherofficer fired atleastone
roundandthe suspectvashit atleastonetime.

Thesuspectvastakento alocal hospitalwherehe succumbedo hisinjuries. Theidentity of the suspectill not
bereleasedintil positiveidentificationhasbeenmadeby the Coroner'Office andthe nextof kin hasbeen
notified.

In accordancevith ColoradoRevisedStatutel6-2.5-301the El PasoCountySheriff'sOffice is thelead
investigativeagencyfor this officer-involvedshooting.

Theinvolvedofficer wasnotinjuredandhasbeenplacedon administrativdeavepertheir policy. Information
regardinghelaw enforcemenbfficer involvedin thisincidentwill comefrom the ColoradoSpringsPolice
Department.

Thiswasanisolatedincidentandthereis no dangetito the public.

All informationregardingthis investigatiorwill comefrom the El PasoCounty Sheriff'sOffice PublicInformation
Officer.
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On Thursday, April 22, 2021, at approximately 6:30 AM, officers with the Colorado Springs Police Department were working a stolen car detail in the 500 block of Garden of the Gods Road.
 
They located a vehicle in the parking lot of the Quality Inn with no license plate and attempted to make contact with the suspect who exited the vehicle with what appeared to be an AR-15 pointed at his chin.  The suspect began walking towards the Phillips 66 gas station and was given verbal commands to put the weapon down. The suspect did not comply. 
 
The suspect began to approach a citizen who was pumping gas, more verbal commands were given and the suspect still refused to comply.  One officer deployed his Taser which was ineffective.  Another officer fired at least one round and the suspect was hit at least one time.  
 
The suspect was taken to a local hospital where he succumbed to his injuries. The identity of the suspect will not be released until positive identification has been made by the Coroner's Office and the next of kin has been notified.  
 
In accordance with Colorado Revised Statute 16-2.5-301, the El Paso County Sheriff's Office is the lead investigative agency for this officer-involved shooting. 
 
The involved officer was not injured and has been placed on administrative leave per their policy. Information regarding the law enforcement officer involved in this incident will come from the Colorado Springs Police Department.

This was an isolated incident and there is no danger to the public.
 
All information regarding this investigation will come from the El Paso County Sheriff's Office Public Information Officer.
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